


Save the date for My Fair Kitty! 
September 17, 2016, 5:00 to 9:00pm 
Firstenburg Community Center

Be sure to mark your calendar for  
the 8th annual dinner & auction  
“My Fair Kitty.” For more information 
or to volunteer, email us at 
information@furryfriendswa.org

First Friday at The French Door  
December 4, 2015, 5:00 to 8:00pm  
109 West Mill Plain  
Vancouver, WA 98660

Eat, drink, and enjoy live music by 
pianist Olga Harwood & vocalist 
Margaret Wolfe, wine tasting 
from Cellar 55, and delicious hors 
d’oeuvres! Look for 20% off all 
jewelry and 10% off Raindrop 
Roaster Coffee from Ridgefield, WA. 
A portion of sales from this event 

Aryabella
A Comforting Soul

Aryabella (a.k.a. Arya) has been a very 
much wanted and needed light and beauty 
and spirit in our lives, but most of all she 
has filled a void in my husband Ethan’s 
soul. His heart has been broken since losing 
Aryabella’s name sakes, Ariel and Bella.  

Each day Arya and my husband have 
become more and more bonded. She will 
sit beside me during the day, but when 
her daddy comes home she melts into 
his arms and sleeps. She has already had 
an extremely positive influence on him, 
helping him through an extremely hard 
day — the 20th anniversary of his best 
friend’s death in a hunting accident.  
It was an emotionally draining day and 
she stayed with him every moment she 
was needed, her spirit calming his pain, 
and her tiny purr cheering him up. I was 
there for him of course, but I could see 
that tiny little angel helped him so much 
more than I could. I really feel his late 
sweet girls, Arya’s name sakes, sent her 
to him.      – Krystal E.

He had a bond with them that didn’t 
seem possible to have again. This sweet 
little kitten came home and immediately 
sat where Bella would sit and none of our 
other cats would. 

Ethan was unable to make it to meet 
her for the adoption process, but when I 
met Arya, I knew that she was meant to 
be his. She loves our whole family, but 
had an absolute INSTANTANEOUS bond 
with him. When he picked her up after 
meeting her for the first time, she was 
still nervous from being in a new place. 
Ethan sat down with her and cuddled her 
to his chest. She purred, looked at him 
and melted into his arms. I had already 
been home with her for hours and the 
longest she would sit with me was 30 
seconds before she would go back to 
the spot. 

Adoption stories are always rewarding, but some much more than others.  

Here is the story of a very special kitten, related by the woman who adopted her.

My Fair Kitty
Prints of this painting by Diane Stevens 
will be available for sale at the French 
Door First Friday event in Vancouver on 
December 4th. All sales proceeds go to 
Furry Friends.

Friends Forever™ Program
Planning for your pet’s welfare

Most of us expect to outlive our animal companions. But what 
if, due to unexpected medical incapacity or death, we are no 
longer able to care for them? Preparing for their safety and 
security in the event of our absence is the final, but perhaps most 
significant, act of this lifelong friendship.

Regardless of whether your beloved companion is a dog, cat, 
bird, rabbit, or other pet, OHS can help you plan for his or her 
welfare should he/she outlive you. In most states you cannot 
leave money directly to your pets, however, with OHS’s unique 
Friends Forever™ Program, you can make provisions for the care 
and adoption of your surviving pets through your will or other 
estate documents.

By enrolling in Friends Forever™ and making a planned gift to 
OHS you have our promise to immediately receive, care for, and 
place into new homes, any surviving pets. Your pets depend on 
you to meet their needs—food, water, a warm place to sleep, 
and love—and OHS promises to be there for them when you no 
longer can. 

will be donated to Furry Friends. 
We will have volunteers available 
that evening to raise awareness of 
the needs of homeless cats in Clark 
County.  360-319-1656

Faster, Pussycat…  
Thrill, thrill! 
Friday, December 11, 2015, 9:00pm 

to 2:00am at CRUSH Bar  
1400 SE Morrison Street 
Portland, OR 97214

Join us for a wild 
night of talent at 
this cat-themed 
variety show. This special fundraiser 
for Furry Friends will include 
burlesque, singers, comedians, belly 
dancers, drag and more!   
crushbar.com

Why Spay and Neuter
The problem of cat overpopulation is a 
global one and requires a solution on a 
global scale. But like every journey that 
begins with a single step, this particular 
journey must begin with every cat owner 
in every community, town and city in the 
country. Those conscientious owners who 
act responsibly by spaying and neutering 
their cherished family pets. 

Spaying (ovariohysterectomy) is the 
surgical removal of a female cat’s ovaries 
and uterus, while neutering (castration) 
is the removal of a male cat’s testicles. 
To minimize discomfort and pain, both 
procedures are performed under general 
anesthesia. Most cats are back to their 
“normal” selves within a few days, the 
surgery site usually heals within two 
weeks, and any skin stitches removed by 
your vet at a follow up appointment.

Did you know that in seven years, an 
unspayed female and unneutered male 
cat (and their offspring, if none are spayed 
or neutered) can result in the births of a 
staggering 781,250 kittens? 

And the inevitable outcome? Hundreds 
of thousands of cats being euthanized 
each year through no fault of their own. 
Why? Because they are the tragic, but 
avoidable, results of over breeding and 
overpopulation. Why? Because there are 
too few shelters to house them and too 

few homes to either foster or adopt them. 
Why? Because there are still too many cat 
owners unwilling to spay and neuter their 
family pets.

Both intact male and female cats may 
try to escape their homes in order to 
roam outside. Neutering your male will 
eliminate roaming, urine spraying, and 
fighting with neighborhood cats. Spaying 
your female will eliminate the estrus or 
“heat” behavior of yowling that attracts 
and invites mounting by roaming males. 

Despite some owners’ fears, spaying 
and neutering will not alter their cat’s 
basic personality — except many males 
will be less aggressive and more docile. 
Their playfulness, general activity levels, 
excitement, and vocalization will remain 
the same. Although neutered males and 
spayed females may gain weight due 
to decreased roaming and other sexual 
behavior outdoors, keeping them active 
indoors and managing their weight 
through diet will keep this potential 
problem under control. 

Spaying and neutering cats before the age 
of six months is growing in popularity and 
the benefits to their health and well being 
are well documented. Spayed females 
are less likely to develop breast cancer 
and won’t be at risk for either ovarian 
or uterine cancer. Neutered males won’t 

develop testicular cancer, and without the 
need to roam, their risk of being injured 
or infected by other cats is drastically 
reduced. And males neutered prior to 
puberty (six months) won’t develop the 
large head and thick skin of intact males. 
Early spaying and neutering may also 
prevent problem behaviors before they 
occur and may either eliminate or reduce 
certain behaviors in older cats. 

Imagine if every conscientious cat owner 
in every community, town and city in the 
country took responsibility for spaying and 
neutering their family pets. Imagine what 
we, as part of the global community, could 
accomplish then. 

– Nomi Berger

For more information visit: 
oregonhumange.org/donate/estate-planning-pets/friends-forever/ 

Article used with permission from the Oregon Humane Society  

CAT 
 SHOWS
Hazel Dell PetSmart 
316 NE 78th St, Vancouver WA 98665 
First Saturday of the month 
Second & Third Sunday of the month

Noon – 3:00 pm 






