
Hello Friends, 
We hope that your holidays were happy, and now we look forward to a new year. Many good things 
happened for Furry Friends during this past year despite the pandemic. Be sure to read Furry Friends President
Jaimie Garver’s letter below to see some of the highlights. 

Adoptions
In our 21 years of operation, we have never adopted out as many cats and kittens as we did in 2020. The final 
tally 380 cats and kittens. In previous years, we never adopted out more than 200. There were several reasons 
for the increase in 2020. One was the pandemic itself. People were looking for companion pets. Even many of 
our hard-to-place cats found homes. We were also able to medically care for more cats than we could in 
previous years, meaning that we could increase the number of foster parents and number of kittens that we 
took in. At one time we had up to 85 kittens. In the past, we put a cap at 40 kittens. The cats and kittens still 
get the same amount of high quality medical care as they have in earlier years.



Wow, this year has been a challenging, yet rewarding year at Furry Friends.  Navigating the organization 
through a Pandemic was not something I thought I would have to be doing when I volunteered for the 
President role at the end of 2019, however this year has been very beneficial for Furry Friends and has shown 
what a strong organization we have!  

If I had to pick one word to describe our efforts throughout 2020, it would be Collaboration.  During a time 
where access to vet care has been restricted and many community programs are closed it was vital that we 
collaborated with like minded organizations within the community to be able to continue to accomplish our 
mission of helping abandoned, homeless and abused cats in our area.  A few organizations that have been 
essential to work with this year include:

Claus Paws:  It is a lot of work for a Vet clinic to work with a shelter because there are always new cats and 
new issues that need to be addressed quickly.  Claus Paws has been amazing during the pandemic, having to 
pivot and change their operations to meet demands and ensure they are able to still help the community they 
serve.  I cannot wait to be able to work with them in a non-pandemic capacity.

West Columbia Gorge Humane Society:  We have formed a partnership with them to be able to utilize the 
spay/neuter clinic for our cats and kittens at Furry Friends.  If we did not have this vital partnership, we would 
not have the access we need to continue to adopt out our cats and kittens.  

SW Humane Society:  They are always available as a resource to us and we are working on strengthening this 
relationship for future collaboration.  

We have formed many other relationships within the community to ensure that each cat is getting the 
absolute best care and resources we can provide.  This individualized care approach has helped lead to an 
amazing number of adoptions at Furry Friends this year.  Some things we have been working on this year in 
terms of adoptions is our average shelter stay and removing barriers to adoptions.  Being able to look at our 
efficiencies to ensure we are doing the best thing for each cat is important when running the organization to 
make the necessary changes.  We are always asking ourselves; how can we do things better?  How can we do 
things differently to accomplish our mission?  

READ MORE HERE: https://furryfriendswa.org/reflections-on-2020-by-furry-friends-president-jaimie-garver/
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Laspa Family Fund
Furry Friends is excited to announce we’ve received an unconditional grant of $6,250 from the Laspa Family 
Fund. This unsolicited funding was given to us because a Laspa family member, who adopted a cat from us, 
was impressed with our organization.

This has been an extremely difficult year for Furry Friends financially due to Covid 19, and we’re very grateful 
for this support. Many thanks to our friends at the Community Foundation for Southwest Washington for 
facilitating the receipt of this gift.

The grant could not come at a better time. It seems that Linus will need medical care estimated to cost us 
around $4,000, and Pepper just cost us a couple thousand dollars. Most of our cats just need routine health 
care, some require dentals priced from $300 to $3000, and there are the unusual cases. Our veterinarians are 
good about counseling us if they think the cat is a good candidate for getting better. If we have the money, we 
will spend it on the cat.

Giving Tuesday results
We were pleased with the results from the Giving Tuesday Fundraiser on December 1. We didn’t make our 
goal, but that is ok. We have held a few fundraisers lately and our supporters have been great about giving to 
the assorted requests. We brought in $2,830 that will go to medical expenses.



Mod pizza results- We raised $130  from the MOD Pizza fundraiser.  Thank you to Julie Goldbeck for organizing this 
event.

Giving Tree 
We are waiting for the results of the Giving Trees. A giving tree is a fundraiser for stocking up supplies for the 
kitties. Furry Friends dropped off boxes and information to the following businesses:

 Cats Play While You’re Away Boarding Jared the Cat Groomer, 2904 NE Burton Road, Suite B, 
Vancouver

 MudBay, 2100 SE 164th Ave, Vancouver, WA 98683 
 DHL, 15509 NE Airport Way. Portland, Oregon 97230
 Tiny’s Place Cat Boarding, 9228 NE Hwy 99 Suite 101, Vancouver, WA 98665

Spotlight on Jenn Hutchman
By Tina Starks

Following the pattern of Furry Friends volunteers, Jennifer, or Jenn Hutchman does a lot. Both 
inside and outside of Furry Friends, she keeps very busy. Yet, despite being an independent consultant 
for the marketing company Scentsy and running an online auction, she gives about thirty hours a week 
to Furry Friends. Its twenty-four hours a day, of course, when she is fostering kittens. No matter how 
busy she is, however, she steps into the Halfway House ready to chat and a smile to give.

Jenn initially began volunteering with Furry Friends through the park events like the Recycled 
Arts Festival and the Peace Justice Fair almost two years ago. Of course, it wasn’t long before she got 
sucked up into the organization and decided to take up a leadership role (Or two or three). “Currently I 
answer voicemails and emails, schedule intakes, assist with Sunday medicals, assist with intakes & 
adoptions when needed, & I am a sub for cleaning shifts,” Jenn explains. “I will fill in anywhere that is 
needed to best help the cats. I also am a bottle baby foster, so I will take the kittens that have been 
abandoned by their mamas and essentially be their mama for the next 10-12 weeks until they are 
ready for adoption”. This year, Jenn has successfully fostered 55 kittens. The fostering is one of her 
biggest challenges. No surprise: it’s hard not to keep those fuzz-balls after having them waddling 
around your house and doing their best to play with your heart strings. Her other biggest challenge is 
trying to help however possible. 

READ MORE HERE: https://furryfriendswa.org/spotlight-on-jenn-hutchman-furry-friends-
volunteer/
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Many of you may remember Lisa Sandstrom. She passed away last year. She was a volunteer with Furry 
Friends for quite a while and she was loved by many. Such was such a bright, funny, effervescent, caring 
person. She left a hole in many of our hearts. Her good friends Missy & Scott Beard have given us a memorial 
gift to name a room after Lisa. We are getting a plaque made to put over the door of one of our rooms at the 
Halfway House. Not sure which room we will choose.
Thank you Missy and Scott for your donation.

Memorial and In Honor Of Donations
Furry Friends receives memorial donations for cats,  pets and people that have passed away. We have also 
received donations in honor of pets and human loved ones that have not passed on. We are honored that our 
kitties can be the recipients of these gifts of love. If you would like to donate, you can do it securely on our 
website at https://furryfriendswa.org/donate/, or a check may be sent to our mailing address at 6715 Ne 63rd 
St., Suite 450, Vancouver, WA 98661.

In Memory Of:

 Carole Robinson in memory of Spensor & Anson
 Barbara Arenas in memory of Phillip & Lucy 
 Joyce Holland in memory of Leonard Holland 
 William and Lorella Gibson in memory of Dilligaf, Ziggy, Blue, MTTHW 
 Helen Kearney in memory of Brutus 
 Frank Bereitschaft in memory of Gabriel

In Honor Of:
 We would like to thank Kathy Prince on behalf of Vicki Prince – honor of Nova
 Denise Gardner in honor of Harley now Charley adopted 2019 
 Pat Pressler in honor of Flower & Baby 



 Raymond Curry in honor of D'Ann Bert 
 Brenda Knapp in honor of Rosie & Kooper 
 Nancy Bott in honor of Diane Stevens

 Tom Kollmeyer in honor of Charlie (adopted 2017 from FF)

 Joyce Fitzsimmons in honor of Gideon,Sophie,Toni

 Gretchen Grevelding in honor of Henry

 Marie Cook in honor of Christine McCartney

After 21 years of operation, Furry Friends is ready to hire our first ever paid employee. The position will be a paid part-
time Lead Vet Tech position. Please message Jaimie at information@furryfriendswa.org if interested. 

Location: Furry Friends Cat Shelter, Vancouver WA

Position:  Medical Director/Veterinarian Technician

Hours:    Part time/Flex 25 hours

Furry Friends Cat Shelter in Vancouver WA is looking for a self-motivated Medical Director skilled in managing a diverse 
team of medical volunteers and capable of providing high-quality medical care.  He or she must demonstrate an aptitude
in shelter/clinical medicine.  The Medical Director will act as a lead shelter Veterinarian Technician and provide oversight
to shelter medical operations and medical volunteers as well as establishing relationships within the veterinary 
community.  This is a paid position and reports to the Furry Friends Board of Directors. 

Managerial Duties:

 Assure regulatory compliance relating to the practice of veterinary medicine within the shelter
 Establish low stress, fear-free handling protocols
 Review and create medical and pain management protocols
 Oversee disease management protocols to ensure a high standard of care and best practices
 Ensure that the medical supplies are adequately stocked



 Mentor medical volunteers and support a learning environment
 Maintain all medical records and medical record data entry
 Answer calls and questions from Fosters to provide medical guidance 
 Communicate and Collaborate with Vets, schedule medical appointments

Medical Duties:

 Examine cats at the shelter and in foster care and maintain a comprehensive medical care plan 
 Start and complete medical treatment and prescriptions for shelter animals
 Will be responsible for the overall care of all the cats and kittens within Furry Friends 
 Providing general nursing care when needed
 Examining animals and checking vitals
 Administering first aid for emergencies
 Drawing Blood samples for testing

Required Skills:  Veterinary Technician with a minimum of 1-year experience in a clinic or shelter setting

A successful Medical Director candidate will have multiple prerequisite skills and qualifications needed for the 
performance of their duties.  Some necessary skills and qualifications include:

 Working knowledge of the pharmaceuticals that are prescribed by the Veterinarian
 Good listening skills, Compassion, Communication skills, Physical Stamina
 Leadership skills

Education:  A two-year degree or equivalent on the job training/education

If you are interested in this paid position, please contact Jaimie Garver at information@furryfriendswa.org or leave a 
message for her at (360) 993-1097 and she will get back to you.

Furry Friends was in the media quite a bit this past month.
12-30-2020 The Reflector Newspaper has run an article for us. We are appreciative of them doing that, though 
some of the details are not quite right. Our adoption fee is $100 for a cat over one year and $130 for a kitten. 
If you adopt a second cat/kitten at the same time the 2nd one is half price. The article also says that we used 
to be able to house only 40 cats and now can have 85. That stat was referring to kittens. It is not unusual for us
to have over 100 cats and kittens in our care at any one time. 
http://www.thereflector.com/companion_pets/article_5c5578b4-4968-11eb-a7ad-
9b21a55749a6.html#tncms-source=article-nav-prev
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12-10-2020 Clark County Today: Ran the Gift of Love article by Diane Stevens about giving to animal shelters at this time
of the year, especially Furry Friends. https://www.clarkcountytoday.com/opinion/commentary-animal-rescues-run-on-a-
limited-budget-and-rely-heavily-on-donations/

12-9-2020 The Reflector – Business Brief on Brandi Towner being added to the FF Board. No link available

12-1-2020 KGW channel 8 News – Did a TV segment promoting Giving Tuesday for Furry Friends.. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A1iRHdxIMoo&feature=youtu.be

12-1-2020 Vancouver Family Magazine – mentions Furry Friends in their article on how non profits are dealing with the 
pandemic https://vancouverfamilymagazine.com/pivot-point-creative-fundraising-during-covid/

11-29-2020 The Columbian – Business brief on Brandi Towner being added to the FF Board. 
https://www.columbian.com/news/2020/nov/29/clark-county-business-briefing-169/

Furry Friends Fur-Ever Adoption Stories
We are so happy when one of our kitties is adopted into their perfect home. We post adoption stories written 
by Nomi Berger every other Sunday to our Furry Friends website and Facebook page. You can check them out 
at http://furryfriendswa.org/category/adoptions/

Here is one story that ran a couple weeks ago about Gracie who now has the new name of Vicky.
“I’ve always lived with cats,” says Sarah, “but Vicky is the first cat I’ve adopted with my boyfriend. Although 
her name was originally Gracie, we changed it to Vicky aka Thick Vick because she’s a big girl (20 pounds when 
adopted but 16 pounds now).

“My last adopted cat was 15 years old when he died, and I was heartbroken from that loss. We decided I 
needed another cat and Vicky was so different from him, but still a bit older (7 years old) and my favorite 
blue/gray color. Despite being incredibly overweight, she was SO spunky and engaging. She had a big attitude 
and a tiny chirping meow. I usually prefer male cats due to their more relaxed personalities, but I decided it 
was time for a change. https://furryfriendswa.org/furry-friends-fur-ever-tail-vicky-and-sarah-fletcher/
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Ongoing Resources
 FF T-Shirts & Merchandise  https://www.teepublic.com/user/furryfriends
 Email: information@furryfriendswa.org

 Message Phone: 360-993-1097

 Website: furryfriendswa.org

 Facebook: facebook.com/furryfriendswa We post daily news to this site

 Twitter: twitter.com/furryfriendswa

 Instagram: instagram.com/furryfriendswa/

 FF YouTube Channel https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChfBIX6lOMIEseSxK9f27dw/videos
 Amazon Wish List: 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1LRQ3ZN53UZ7R/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_1?
_encoding=UTF8&type=wishlist&pldnSite=1

 Amazon Auction Wish List:  https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2U8IJMWPK1TJ4?ref_=wl_share

 Petfinder adoptable FF cats: https://www.petfinder.com/search/pets-for-adoption/?shelter_id
%5B0%5D=WA12&sort%5B0%5D=recently_added.

 Mailing Address: 6715 NE 63rd St, Suite 450, Vancouver, WA 98661

 (Our shelter address is not published,; it is open by appointment only)

 Drop-off location for items:
o Woodin’ You Pampered Paws, 13305 NE Hwy 99 #102, Vancouver, WA 98686, a fabulous pet 

care store located in Salmon Creek. The store is open Monday thru Friday from 9am-7pm and 
Saturday from 9am-6pm.

o When purchasing something online for the cats and kittens, you can always have it shipped 
direct to our mailing address: 6715 NE 63rd Street, Suite 450, Vancouver, WA 98661.
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Furry Friends is dependent upon the kindness of our friends and sponsors to keep us going. Thank you all for 
supporting the kitties.

Having trouble receiving the newsletter?
Are you having trouble receiving the monthly newsletter in your inbox? Enter news@furryfriendswa.org into your contact list and that should solve 
that problem. This newsletter is compiled by Diane Stevens.

The Executive Committee: This board is the governing body responsible for the operation of Furry Friends. Members are all volunteers and meet 
once a month. Feel free to contact any member of the committee if you have questions, comments or suggestions at 
information@furryfriendswa.org or leave a message at (360) 993-1097.

Jaimie Garver, President, Operations, Community Events, Grants, Financials
Linda Rader, Vice President and Adoption/Foster Coordinator

Diane Stevens, Public Relations and Marketing, auction, social media, newsletters, photography, creative director
Marci Koski, Feline behaviorist 

Margie McGhee, Treasurer
Brandi Towner, Secretary and Adoptions

Julie Goldbeck, Halfway House Committee Lead person

Other Leadership:
Sandi Long, Property management

Malinda Goldbeck, Volunteer Coordinator 
Marion Edwards, Adoption events, lead socializer 

Jenn Hutchman, Email/Voicemail lead, cat list, medical assistant
Chris Nash, Auction Lead
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