
Hello Friends,

We hope you all are surviving the last bit of winter weather. Cold temperatures

have not slowed down the good folks at Furry Friends. Take a look at all the

great things going on.

Adoptions 

There have been 35 adoptions between January 1st and March 3rd.

Congratulations to all the kitties that are now in their fur-ever homes add

comma including the Cowlitz Kittens. See more about their story below.



Cat Updates
We have several cats in our care that are going through a lot of medical

problems. We would like to take in cats that are fairly healthy, but for one

reason or another, that is not always the case. We truly are a no-kill shelter. Not

many rescues go to the lengths we do to take care of cats. They cost us an

enormous amount of money, but it’s our mission to do whatever we can to help

the cats and kittens in our care.

Gin

Gin had all of his teeth pulled due to stomatitis. He had a lump under his

tongue and the biopsy came back clear. No cancer! He is on prednisolone for a

little bit and as soon as we can wean him off of it he can start his vaccinations

and be listed on Petfinder to find his forever home.

Gus Gus

Gus Gus has sores in his mouth that the specialist has diagnosed as exposure

to something caustic, such as a chemical or cleaning product that he may have

licked and it burned his mouth. The sores are healing and he has a recheck on

March 12th. He recently had a dental cleaning and a few teeth were pulled, but

nothing drastic. He is on pain medications, antibiotics and his monthly arthritis

medication.

Portland



Portland is a mess! Last Monday he was neutered (Yippee!) and had quite a

few of his teeth pulled. He has a tumor under his tongue that has been biopsied

and we are waiting for the results. He has/had lesions/ulcers in his mouth that

were bleeding and some of you may have seen this. A couple of them were

large enough to require stitches to close them up. He’s on pain medications

and antibiotics. We are in a holding pattern with him waiting for the biopsy

results. If it comes back positive, we will proceed with the surgical removal of

his kidney on March 28th.

Milo

Milo had a spinal tap a couple weeks ago and was diagnosed with fluid on the

brain, hydrocephalus. We feel that when a cat comes in with a medical

condition, that it’s our responsibility to take them to the veterinarian and find out

exactly what that condition is before we can adopt them out. Now we know

what the issue is and we’re in the process of figuring out what to do next. He

has a recheck on March 4th with the neurologist.

Furry Friends Mission

The purpose and objectives of Furry Friends shall be to help homeless,

relinquished and abused cats by:



Spaying or neutering

Providing medical care and foster homes until permanent placement of

these cats into safe, nurturing homes

Educating the public regarding the care and responsibility of cat

ownership

Collaborating with other pet rescue and companion groups to accomplish

a no-kill status in the State of Washington

Offering senior visits/pet therapy to persons in nursing and assisted living

facilities

We are a no-kill, all-volunteer cat rescue that is funded by both individual and

corporate donations; and as a 501(c)(3) non-profit, donations are tax

deductible. Since we are a no-kill operation, that means that we spend a large

amount on medical procedures and medications for the cats in our care. In

2018, we spent around $15,000 on the care of the ten Cowlitz Kittens alone,

and they were not the only ones needing above-and-beyond care. We spent

over $100,000 on medical expenses for about 200 cats in 2018. In 2017, the

medical expenses totaled $65,000. We’ve already had quite a number of cats

needing above-and-beyond care this year, just look at the cat updates above.

The bottom line is YOU are the ones that make it possible for us to keep our

doors open to these kitties. All money goes to their care, there are no paid

employees. Won’t you consider making a donation to help continue our work, or

even better, become a monthly donor? It is easy when you donate through

PayPal on our website. You can just check the box that you would like to have

a recurring donation. 

Help Furry Friends Continue Our Mission



Update on the Cowlitz Kittens

Woohoo, beat the drum, clang the bell, Bandit and Cleo are adopted!!! These

were the last of the Cowlitz Kittens. It has been a long road since we took in

these 10 little kittens in June. For those that don’t know the entire story, here it

is:

On June 2, 2018, Furry Friends took in 10 kittens from a hoarding situation in

Cowlitz County. We were told they were all healthy, but upon first glance that

was obviously NOT the case. When they came in they were all examined by

our vet tech, Sandy Bush. There were several people on hand to help with this

intake with Naomi Washburn and Heather deRenne assisting Sandy, Donna

Hooker recording for the medical record, Linda Rader syringe feeding, Jennifer

Hart bathing, Malinda and Julie Goldbeck holding and drying freshly bathed

kittens. All of the kittens were in VERY bad shape, some lifeless and very near

death. All had upper respiratory infections, were infested with fleas, and were

emaciated (you could see their bones). Some were also dehydrated and were

given fluids. This was a huge effort on our part, but we are very grateful we

were in a position to help these little ones. READ MORE HERE:

http://furryfriendswa.org/the-cowlitz-kittens-are-all-adopted/



Cat Videos

We now have several people creating cat videos for us. Here is one by David Lopez

about Ellie. David has been taking a video class at WSU. We are very happy to have

him help us. Dana Conte is our other videographer and has many years of

experience, and we are very happy to have her help. To learn more about Dana, visit

https://vimeo.com/morethanjustvideo

Thank you to Furry Friends Volunteers!

There are not enough words to describe how amazed and grateful we are for

the dedication, compassion and generosity of the over 150 volunteers who

have given of themselves to Furry Friends. Everything we do would not be



possible without the donation of funds, talent and time from you, who have

seen the plight of the cats and kittens in our care. You, our dedicated and

compassionate volunteers, have decided to not only “talk the talk” but also

“walk the walk” and give of yourselves in a most precious way, your time. We

would not exist without your support. Without your help, we would not have

been able to save the over 2,714 cats and kittens we have taken in since 1999.

Without you, none of the work we do would be possible!

We are a no-kill shelter which means that we spend a lot of money and time on

each of the cats. In 2018, volunteers donated 29,583 hours to take care of

these kitties. That averages 81 hours a day. Wow, that is dedication! There

were about 32 people that each gave from 100 hours to 2,500 in 2018.

Whether you have given 20 hours for the year or 2,000 hours, it’s all

appreciated. Each person gives what they can manage for their lives. And the

kitties are not the only ones to benefit from the time given; the kindness that the

volunteers show to one another and those interested in our kitties has been so

heartwarming. We truly have a loving, compassionate, caring group of

volunteers.

Volunteer Spotlight on Nomi Berger

You may know Nomi from the Cat Tale stories and the Furry Friends Fur-Ever

stories she writes for us. However, there is much more to this lady. See what

she has to say about herself:



“I was born, quite literally, with a pen in my hand. Words are my passion and

were my profession. A Journalism graduate from the American University in

Washington, D.C., I had, over the years, been a poet and bestselling author, an

advertising copywriter, the public relations director of a major hospital, a

contributor to scores of journals, and a public speaker on teen mental health

issues. Read more here about our multitalented

volunteer: http://furryfriendswa.org/volunteer-spotlight-with-nomi-berger/

Fire Extinguishers Needed

We are planning to purchase six ABC fire extinguishers for our Halfway House

at $37 each. Here is a link to the extinguishers we plan to purchase. If you

would like to donate to the cause, please send us a check noting “for fire

extinguishers” to our mailing address at 6715 NE 63rd St., Suite 450,

Vancouver, WA 98661. Or, you can make a donation through PayPal on our

website. 

Donations for Fire Extinguishers



Pet Food Drives

Beacock Music held its 5th annual pet food drive for Furry Friends and Mostly

Mutts during the entire month of February. Look at all the goodies they brought

in for us! If you visit their store, say hello and thank you from Furry Friends.

Minnehaha Elementary School will have another donation drive for Furry

Friends in March. It is so nice to be invited into the schools. It gives us a

chance to educate the kids about cats and kittens and the need for us to

provide homes for them.

FIV Cats



Currently, we have three very sweet kitties with Feline Immunodeficiency Virus

(FIV). We don’t intentionally take in FIV kitties, but sometimes we can’t avoid

taking them in. A cat with FIV can live a long normal life. Their immune system

is just compromised. To learn more about this misunderstood disease take a

look at our Cat Tale story on the subject: http://blogs.columbian.com/cat-

tales/2017/05/07/adopting-cats-with-fiv/

Fred Meyer Community Rewards Number Changed to SX434

Help Furry Friends earn cash when you shop using your Fred Meyer Rewards

Card. In 2018, 88 households raised $958 to support our cats and kittens. This

takes nothing away from your Rewards Points, fuel points or rebates.

Sign up for the Community Rewards program by linking your Fred Meyer

Rewards Card to Furry Friends at www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards.

Search for “Furry Friends” or by our nonprofit number SX434. If you don’t have

a Rewards Card, they are available at the Customer Service desk of any Fred

Meyer store. For more information, please visit

www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards



Save the Date for the Recycled Arts Festival

Furry Friends will be offering their recycled cats and kittens for adoption at the

Recycled Arts Festival the weekend of June 29-30. The event is held at Esther

Short Park, 301 West 8th Street in Vancouver, WA. We’re especially looking

for fit volunteers to help carry tables and set up canopies the afternoon of

Friday, June 28th and to help with breakdown on Sunday, June 30th,

starting at 4pm. Discounted Avid FriendChip ID microchipping will be available

for $20 per dog or cat. If you are interested in helping with this event, please

contact Sandi Long at information@furryfriendswa.org or (360) 993-1097.

Save the Date - 2019 Furry Friends 20th Anniversary

Our next dinner and auction, “Star Paws,” will be held on Saturday, September



14, at The Heathman Lodge. We will be pulling out all the stops to celebrate our

20th year of operation with the help of the Cloud City Garrison 501st Legion, a

local Star Wars organization. This plated-dinner event will be held at The

Heathman Lodge, 7801 NE Greenwood Drive, Vancouver, WA 98662.

We are looking for donations of vacation and entertainment experiences,

winery tours and tastings, gift certificates to local eateries, gift baskets, pet and

personal items, handmade gifts, and more. You are welcome to drop off items

at the Halfway House or Woodin’ You Pampered Paws, 13305 NE Hwy 99,

#102, Vancouver, WA 98686 in Salmon Creek. The store is open Mondays

through Fridays from 9am-7pm and Saturdays from 9am-6pm.

Or you can drop off items at Front Door Realty, which is located downtown at

1815 D St, Vancouver, WA 98663. Please put a note on your donation that says

for Furry Friends. We also need your name, contact information and the

estimated value of your donation. And while you’re there say hello to our

treasurer, William Miller, who is a real estate broker and his boss Julie Baldino

who is one of our sponsors. The phone number there is (360) 450-4486.

You can always contact us at auction@furryfriendswa.org to arrange the pickup

of your item or donation.To find out more about the auction, visit our

website: http://furryfriendswa.org/may-the-fur-be-with-you-11th-annual-dinner-

auction/

Volunteers Needed for Acro-Cats

The Acro-Cats are coming to Portland May 25-26 and Furry Friends is looking



for volunteers to work at the shows. Every volunteer will get to see the show for

free, which is a $22 to $39 value. We provided the volunteer effort last time

they were in town and we received a donation check for $920. Spots are filling

up fast. If you would like to volunteer, please contact Debbie Baughman at

information@furryfriendswa.org. You will need to fill out a volunteer application

if you are not already a volunteer. You can find it on our website

www.furryfriendswa.org. 

READ MORE HERE: http://furryfriendswa.org/volunteers-needed-for-acro-cats-

show/

Volunteers Needed

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, we have many positions that we

need to fill. Please contact our Volunteer Coordinator, Malinda Goldbeck, at

(360) 993-1097 or at volunteer@furryfriendswa.org

VOICE MAIL RETRIEVAL: We are still looking for two volunteers to join the

voicemail team on Wednesdays and Saturdays. You can access the messages

from anywhere and at your convenience. It’s a challenging job because some

of the stories are very sad, and there’s nothing we can do to help, but it’s a very

important job and we really need your help.

HALFWAY HOUSE ASSISTANT: We need people for Tuesday, Thursday or

Friday morning shifts. Volunteers must follow house procedures and protocols;

must be dependable (the cats rely on you); clean litter boxes; wash/dry



bedding; sweep/vacuum/mop; feed/water; give medications; play/socialize cats.

Shifts last from one to two hours.

EMAIL RETRIEVAL: Our longtime volunteer, Chris Kiefer, who has retrieved

and answered every email for the last 7 years wants to move on to other Furry

Friends projects. We are trying to divide the job up and need two people to

assist with different inquiries and jobs initiated through our emails. You can do

this from your computer at home. Please contact Jennifer at (360) 993-1097 or

information@furryfriendswa.org

MEDICAL ASSISTANT NEEDED: We are looking for a medical assistant that

would be able to help out with gentle restraining for medical exams. You would

need to be interviewed by Sandy Bush, our vet tech, before being accepted. 

You do not need medical background but need to be good with following

directions. You cannot be afraid to hold cats still and you need to have enough

strength to restrain cats for blood draws. You can work as much or as little as

you want.

HANDY PERSON: We are looking for people to assist our Facility Manager

Dan Lindorfer with assorted jobs at the Halfway House. Jobs vary from putting

up a shelf to construction projects or pouring concrete. Please contact Dan at

(360) 993-1097 or information@furryfriendswa.org and let him know what type

of project you would be willing to help with.

GRANT WRITER NEEDED: We’re looking for experienced grant writers to help

us with some important projects. If interested, please contact Sandi Long at

longsandi@gmail.com



Halfway House Yard

We’re looking for gift certificates to businesses that sell bark chips. Suppliers

include Yard ‘n Garden Land, Shorty’s Garden Center and McFarland’s. We are

also looking for volunteers for help with some of the heavy lifting in the yard. If

you are able to help, please contact Marion Edwards at (360) 993-1097 or

information@furryfriendswa.org





Furry Friends is dependent on the kindness of our friends and
sponsors to keep us going. Thank you all for supporting the kitties.

Having trouble receiving the newsletter?

Are you having trouble receiving the monthly newsletter in your inbox? Enter

news@furryfriendswa.org into your contact list and that should solve that

problem.
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