
 
Hello Friends,  
Wow, September was quite the whirlwind for us with the auction, Peace and Justice Fair and Give More 24. 
We have reports for each of these below. Thank you all for your part in all of these events. This is the time 
when we restock our bank account. It had dwindled dangerously low with all the medical bills that we had 
incurred. Thanks to all of your efforts we have restocked the account to keep us afloat at least into next year. 
 
 

 
Adoptions 
There were 12 adoptions between September 3rd and October 7th. Congratulations to Abi, Gwen, Juniper, 
Luna, Magpie, Mr. Cuddles, Olga, Oscar, Porsche, Shadow, Smokey and Taz.  
 

 

 
FF in the Vancouver Business Journal 
We were very fortunate to land an article in the recent philanthropy edition of the Vancouver Business 
Journal. This is a coveted spot and we are very pleased. The article talks about our 20th anniversary of being in 
business and sports Chuck Sites’ adorable dancing cat painting that he did for our anniversary. Read the article 
here: https://www.vbjusa.com/news/top-stories/furry-friends-celebrates-20-years-in-the-community/ 

https://www.vbjusa.com/news/top-stories/furry-friends-celebrates-20-years-in-the-community/


About Furry Friends Video 
Mike and Jenn Morris of Fibre Creative are professional filmmakers and they donated their talents to us for 
this video about Furry Friends. It was shown at our auction before we asked for funds for our medical 
expenses. We think they did a fabulous job and have this featured on our website. Our sponsor, Dr. Virginia 
Huang, was interviewed and our volunteers, Dena Hugh and Aron Deppert, made an appearance. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e--jfCMHK5E&feature=youtu.be 

 

 
 
Barnes & Noble Gift Wrap Fundraiser 
This fundraiser will be held at the Barnes & Noble 4th Plain location on Sat., Nov 30, 10:00am - 7:00 pm. 
We are looking for volunteers to sign up for a 2-hour shift.  Two people per shift are needed. We wrap 
packages and the people give us donations. Please contact Julie Goldbeck, information@furryfriendswa.org. 
 

 
Peace & Justice Fair Recap 
Best Peace & Justice Fair ever! This is the first time we’ve adopted out five CATS in one day, raised so much 
money and microchipped 11 dogs and cats! The breakdown of the $561 in proceeds is: $188 in merchandise 
sales, $25 in raffle tickets, and $148 in donations. Our medical team inserted 11 AVID chips in community dogs 
and cats bringing in $220. Thanks to the wonderful volunteers who made this such a successful event! 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e--jfCMHK5E&feature=youtu.be
mailto:information@furryfriendswa.org


 
Recap of the Heart Concert 
Furry Friends was invited to fave a table at the recent Heart Concert at the Sunlight Amphitheater. Abi 
Harrington and Jaimie Garver had plenty of literature to give to the public and had many conversations about 
our cats. Nancy and Ann Wilson from Heart will make a donation to Furry Friends once their tour ends.  We do 
not know yet how much that will be; either we can splurge for a pizza or buy something fun like a replacement 
transition cage for the living room or a sparkly, shiny generator for emergencies! Oohh Ahhh! 
 

 
Recap of the Star Paws Auction 
Thank you all for your participation in our 11th annual dinner auction, Star Paws, which was held on 
September 14th. The auction grossed $75,160. This is about $18,000 more than was brought in at last year’s 
auction. $20,000 of those funds is slated for the Building Fund to pay for our upcoming parking lot and 
sidewalk, about $10,000 is slated for the medical fund. The rest of the proceeds will go into our general fund 
to pay for food, litter, additional medical, utilities and house maintenance. As you know, we are an  
all-volunteer organization; no money goes to salaries; the cats get it all. 
 
The Auction 
The auction is our biggest fundraiser of the year and it enables Furry Friends to continue rescuing cats and 
kittens throughout the year. It takes an army of donors, supporters, sponsors and volunteers to make it 
happen. Here is some information about what went into this event. 

• There were about 200 individuals and businesses that donated services and items to the auction.  
• There were 33 volunteers that put in a total of approximately 1300 hours to create this auction. 
• We sold 209 tickets to the auction. This was a sold-out event. 

 
These funds come at the right time. Our annual expenses have been running about $220,000. From what we 
make at the auction and $7,693 from Give More 24, this is what keeps us afloat. The rest of the year we 
depend on the monthly donations of $10, $20, $50 from individuals to help us make ends meet. We still have 
a mortgage of $140,000 on top of our daily expenses. There are no paychecks. Somehow, we are able to just 
make our expenses. 



 
Our Sponsors 
Our Premiere Sponsors are Glen Aronson of Iron Gate Storage, Dr. Virginia Huang of Salmon Creek Plastic 
Surgery, and Julie Baldino of Front Door Realty. 
Our Gold sponsor is Riverview Bank and our Silver Sponsor is Janet Coleman of Pacific NW Specialty Pharmacy. 
These people played a major role in making this auction a success. They gave of their funds, they gave items to 
our live and silent auctions, they brought all their friends and most of all they gave us their advice, mentoring, 
encouragement and overwhelming love and care for Furry Friends. There are not enough words to say thank 
you to these wonderful people. 
 
 

 
2020 Auction 
Our theme for next year will be Hairy Pawter and the auction date is Saturday, September 19th. We were 
happy having the auction at The Heathman Lodge and will hold it there again next year. 
Auction Donations 
We know it is early to be asking for auction donations. We wanted to get our wish list out now because of 
Black Friday, holiday sales and end of the year sales. We have a wish list on AmazonSmile of items we are 
hoping to acquire for our upcoming Furry Friends Hairy Pawter Silent and Live Auction that will be held on 
September 19, 2020. Please take a look and see if there is anything you would like to donate to the auction. All 
funds made at the auction go to the care and housing of the cats. 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2U8IJMWPK1TJ4?ref_=wl_share 

Make sure you link your Amazon purchases to Furry Friends Amazon Smile account so we will receive a 
portion of your purchase amount. 
https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/dl/invite/djMZeYO?ref=cm_sw_em_r_wl_dp_JKNt0LpKY042J 

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2U8IJMWPK1TJ4?ref_=wl_share
https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/dl/invite/djMZeYO?ref=cm_sw_em_r_wl_dp_JKNt0LpKY042J


 

 
Thank You for Your Support During Give More 24! 
A huge thank you to everyone who helped us during the Give More 24! annual online giving event. Furry 
Friends received 58 donations totaling $7,693 for the extraordinary medical expenses of the cats we rescue 
and adopt out!  
 
Special thanks to Julie Baldino, Front Door Realty, for providing $2,000 in matching funds for the third year in a 
row! You can find out more about Front Door at https://www.frontdoornw.com/. 
 
Linda Reid, Columbia Bank Vancouver Office, hosted a lovely Happy Hour where participating nonprofits were 
given the chance to win a $500 cash prize. Several of us, including our dedicated sponsor, Dr. Virginia Huang, 
filled out over a hundred raffle slips hoping to win one of the two prizes. Although we didn’t win, we’re happy 
for the two worthy nonprofits that did.  
 
Congratulations to the Community Foundation for Southwest Washington who hosted Give More 24! We also 
thank Davidson & Associates Insurance for supporting this major fundraiser. Special thanks to Emily Roesch, 
Davidson & Associates Insurance, for producing our event video and to multi-talented Diane Stevens for 
appearing in the video. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H4YnBv1jayg&feature=youtu.be 

 
 

 
Volunteer spotlight: Tammie Williams  
Tammie is a Furry Friends superstar. As our maintenance woman, Tammie taught herself how to fix things 
around the house when she was living off the grid in Alaska. She has also been assisting our medical staff. 

https://www.frontdoornw.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H4YnBv1jayg&feature=youtu.be


Tammie loves critters of all sorts and is able to relate to cats. Tammie found Furry Friends when she had a 
stray cat (Portland) at her house and he needed medical attention - she’s been a volunteer with us ever since 
and has been helping in many ways. We are so happy to have Tammie with us.  
 
New Office Window Installed 
Our friend Doug Stroud, Summit Construction, donated and installed a new window in our small, formerly 
bleak office so the kitties can enjoy sunlight. His crew is also planning to install a window catio so they can get 
some fresh air as well. Doug has offered to take care of some other projects and he’s going to check in with us 
once a month to see what else needs to be done. Now that’s dedication! If you are in need of a commercial 
contractor, his website is https://sumconst.com/. 
 

 
 

 
Giving Trees are coming 
Every year around November and December a few businesses hold Giving Trees for Furry Friends. A giving tree 
is a worthwhile fundraiser for stocking up food and supplies for the kitties. Furry Friends supplies the business 
with printed wish lists, cat posters and information about our organization. We also provide them with digital 
graphics and information they can share on their social media. The customers of that business bring in items 
and put it in a box for us. Or they can order things online for us. 
 
So far participating businesses will be Salmon Creek Plastic Surgery, Front Door Realty, Cats Play While You’re 
Away Boarding, Three Creeks Companion Pet, Mud Bay and Claus Paws Animal Hospital. If you would like your 
business to host a giving tree please contact Diane Stevens at news@furryfriendswa.org. This is an important 
time for us to build up our cat food and supplies for the house. Every dollar that we don’t spend on supplies 
goes to helping the kitties’ medical expenses.  
 

https://sumconst.com/
mailto:news@furryfriendswa.org


 

Giving Tuesday is December 3rd 
#GivingTuesday is a global day of giving that harnesses the collective power of individuals, communities and 
organizations to encourage philanthropy and to celebrate generosity worldwide. Following Thanksgiving and 
the widely recognized shopping events Black Friday and Cyber Monday, this year’s #GivingTuesday will take 
place on Tuesday, December 3rd, and will kick off the giving season by inspiring people to collaborate and give 
back. 
 
Furry Friends is a no-kill cat rescue, which means that we spend a lot of money to take care of medical issues 
for the cats. In 2018 we spent over $126,000 to take care of the medical needs of 200 cats in our care. Our 
medical expenses for 2019 are running about the same as last year. Please consider making a donation on 
December 3rd to help the kitties https://furryfriendswa.org/donate/. 
 
 

 

If you are interested in any of the following positions, please contact our Volunteer Coordinator, Malinda 
Goldbeck, at (360) 993-1097 or at information@furryfriendswa.org 

HALFWAY HOUSE ASSISTANT: We need people for assorted shifts. Volunteers must follow house procedures 
and protocols, must be dependable (the cats rely on you), clean litter boxes, wash/dry bedding, 
sweep/vacuum/mop, feed/water, give medications, and play with/socialize cats. Shifts last around two hours. 
If you have a certain day available for a shift, let Malinda know.  
 
VET TECH NEEDED: We are looking for a person that has at least two years' experience at a vet clinic as a Vet 
Tech. This person needs to be able to draw blood, vaccinate cats, and give pills. You can work as much or as 
little as you like. 

https://furryfriendswa.org/donate/


 

 
Adopted Cat Video 
Our volunteer, Chris Kiefer, created the adopted cat video that we showed at the auction. She put Star Wars 
music with it to go with the theme of the auction. This video shows some of the cats that have been adopted 
since our last auction. Take a look at her creation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ajUfFKn-
vHU&feature=youtu.be. 
 
 
Cat Videos 
Dana Conte, Diane Stevens, and David Lopez and their assistants Vickie John, Nancee Alexander and Renee 
Orazi have been busy creating videos of our available cats. These videos help people see the true personality 
of each of the cats. They are posted on Petfinder and Facebook. Take a peek at a few of them. 
T-Bone  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QzpNmGo_i3A&feature=youtu.be 
Simba https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k5N9sPOXn2Q&feature=youtu.be 
Josie https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fBLQCYtrsG4&feature=youtu.be 

 
 

 
 
Furry Friends T-Shirts and Merchandise 
Furry Friends is proud to offer many of our custom designs on T-Shirts, hoodies, coffee cups and other merchandise. A 
classic 100% cotton super soft t-shirt is only $20. When you go to the website you can choose what color and style of 
shirt you would like. Actually there are many items that you can have our design printed on such as tank tops, long 

sleeve shirts, kids shirts, wall art, phone cases, mugs and more. A portion of your purchase goes to helping abused, 
abandoned or otherwise homeless cats. Show your support and save the kitties.  
Visit https://www.teepublic.com/user/furryfriends. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ajUfFKn-vHU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ajUfFKn-vHU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k5N9sPOXn2Q&feature=youtu.be
https://www.teepublic.com/user/furryfriends


Facebook has daily news 
If you like to keep up with what’s happening with Furry Friends, check out our Facebook page. We post news 
daily to that site. It can be found at https://www.facebook.com/furryfriendswa. 
If you do not have an account on Facebook, it will ask you to make one. You can fill in the basic info such as 
name and an email address, and then you can skip filling in info to create your own page if you don’t want to 
have a presence on the site. 
 

 
 
Cat Tale Stories 
Cat educational stories by award-winning Furry Friends volunteer Nomi Berger are posted every other Sunday 
to The Columbian website, Furry Friends website and Facebook. Part of our mission is to educate people about 
cats and this is one way that we accomplish it. http://blogs.columbian.com/cat-tales/  
Here is one of our recent stories. 
 
Dementia in Senior Cats 
As with humans, cognitive dysfunction or dementia in cats is more prevalent the older they get. Because of 
this, protective pet parents must become proactive pet parents to ensure their cherished companions receive 
the extra care they require. 
For senior cats without a specific disease or injury, these are some of the most common behaviors associated 
with their overall physical and cognitive decline:  
Read More Here https://blogs.columbian.com/cat-tales/2019/09/22/dementia-in-senior-cats/ 
 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/furryfriendswa
http://blogs.columbian.com/cat-tales/
https://blogs.columbian.com/cat-tales/2019/09/22/dementia-in-senior-cats/


 
 
Adoption Stories 
We are so happy when one of our kitties is adopted into their perfect home. We post adoption stories written 
by Nomi Berger every other Sunday to our Furry Friends website and Facebook page. You can check them out 
at http://furryfriendswa.org/category/adoptions/.   
Here is one of our recent stories. 
 
Furry Friends Fur-Ever Tail: Coco and Angela Billingsley 
“Coco (formerly Angel) is my second cat,” Angela explains. “I lost my first one, Kittycat, at the age of 17 in 
May, 2016.  
 
“I went to see another kitty at the PetSmart Adoption Center in Hazel Dell. I visited with that kitty awhile, but 
then I saw Coco and asked to play with her. She jumped right up on my lap and began making biscuits, rubbing 
and looked into my eyes. I knew then that we were a match. 
Read More Here https://furryfriendswa.org/furry-friends-fur-ever-tail-coco-and-angela-billingsley/ 
 

http://furryfriendswa.org/category/adoptions/
https://furryfriendswa.org/furry-friends-fur-ever-tail-coco-and-angela-billingsley/


 

FF Volunteer Julie Goldbeck is holding an online Pampered Chef party from October 8 to November 15. This is 
a fundraiser for Furry Friends to raise money for medical expenses. Pampered Chef has some of the coolest 
kitchen and cooking gadgets around. Check them out and see if you need something for your kitchen or for a 
gift. Order online and items will be shipped directly to your home.  
https://www.pamperedchef.com/party/furryfriendswa?fbclid=IwAR2jUNWfBmVKdfH7mhbR3L4uZp5cQ3Yc0u
mY0aRDWAeg-98p0fnnqCY1tWw 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.pamperedchef.com/party/furryfriendswa?fbclid=IwAR2jUNWfBmVKdfH7mhbR3L4uZp5cQ3Yc0umY0aRDWAeg-98p0fnnqCY1tWw
https://www.pamperedchef.com/party/furryfriendswa?fbclid=IwAR2jUNWfBmVKdfH7mhbR3L4uZp5cQ3Yc0umY0aRDWAeg-98p0fnnqCY1tWw


 
Furry Friends is dependent on the kindness of our friends and sponsors to keep us going. Thank you all for 
supporting the kitties. To learn more about becoming a sponsor, please visit our website: 
http://furryfriendswa.org/sponsors/. 
 

 
 
Having trouble receiving the newsletter? 
Are you having trouble receiving the monthly newsletter in your inbox? Enter news@furryfriendswa.org into 
your contact list and that should solve that problem. This newsletter is compiled by Diane Stevens. Let her 
know if you have any contributions to the next newsletter. 

http://furryfriendswa.org/sponsors/?fbclid=IwAR3O5O00twMzIWiCywTBVBkhDN_KSYxsePVW0pmQn5drI9iwntgcnSTFltA
mailto:news@furryfriendswa.org
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